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5. Blepharandra Grisebach, Linnaea 22: 7. 1849.

Trees or shrubs, the hairs often basifixed or sub-basifixed, the leaves eglan-
dular, the larnina with many (12-20 or more) fine, parallel lateral veins on each
side interconnected by a fine, elaborate reticulum, the stipules intra- and epipetio-
lar, free frorn each other but often basally connate with opposite stipules to form
an interpetiolar sheath. Inflorescence a thyrse or pseudoraceme composed of 1-
several-flowered cincinni. Bracts and bracteoles eglandular. Sepals all biglandu-
lar. Petals white, pink, or red (l yellow in B. hypoleucc), the lateral 4 spreading
to reflexed, the posterior erect or spreading. Stamens 10, all fertile, the filarnents
free, flat, hirsute with straight basifixed hairs, the anthers alike, with 2 linear
locules bearing at least apical tufts of basifixed hairs and often hirsute on the
sides as well. Receptacle bearing long basifixed hairs inside or all around the
stamens. Ovary of 3 quite connate carpels, I t anterior and 2 t posterior, spher-
oid or conoid, glabrous; styles 3, inbent in bud, subulate with minute apical
stigmas, glabrous, deciduous in fruit. Fruit a tiny, spheroid or ovoid, 3-angled,
dry, indehiscent, nut-like capsule with a bony and often rugose endocarp, gla-
brous. Embryo with the cotyledons folded (mature seeds not seen).

Type. Blepharandra hypoleucn (Bentham) Grisebach.

6 Plants from the Chapada da Diamantina near Morro do Chap6u in Bahia may have the crypts

poorly developed or absent, so that the epidermis below is more or less smooth and not white; in

other respects they agree well with other collections of V. glaucophylla.




























