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8. Burdachia Adr. Jussieu in Endlicher, Gen. Pl. 1064. April 1840.

Tetrapodenia Gleason, Bull. Torrey Bot. Club 53:289. 1926.

Shrubs or trees with coriaceous leaves bearing abaxial glands; stipules intra-
and epipetiolar, completely connate, coriaceous, persistent on the petiole. Inflo-
rescence terminal, single or 2-3 together, each usually divided near the base into
3(-5) axes, each axis 4-20 cm long, a raceme of short cincinni, the bracts and
bracteoles persistent, the lowest bracteole and alternate subsequent bracteoles
bearing a large eccentric abaxial gland. Flower buds circinate, spheroid, the out-
ermost petal completely covering the others. Sepals appressed in anthesis, all
biglandular, the glands obovate, compressed. Petals glabrous, pink or white,
strongly dimorphic, the lateral 4 with an eglandular limb borne on a slender,
strongly recurved claw, the posterior with the limb at least basally glandular and
borne on a thick, erect claw. Receptacle glabrous on both sides of the stamens.
Filaments opposite the sepals slightly longer than those opposite the petals, gla-
brous, connate at the base; all 10 anthers fertile, subsimilar, glabrous, the locules
linear, quite distinct, rounded at the apex, often exceeded at the apex by the
thick, fleshy connective. Ovary of 3 completely connate carpels, I -+ anterior and
2 -i- posterior, 3-locular but I of the posterior locules empty and smaller; styles
3, apical, inbent in bud, * straightening in anthesis, slender and subulate, that
of the sterile carpel slightly shorter than the other 2, the stigma slightly internal
and decurrent. Fruit an indehiscent fibrous or aerenchymatous nut, dry at ma-
turity and without a stone, usually containing only I locule completely filled by
I seed (through abortion of the other ovule and collapse of its locule and the
sterile locule); seed spheroid, the cotyledons thick, I folded back lengthwise, the
other embracing it.

Type. Burdachia prismatocarpa Adr. Jussieu.
Burdachirz comprises four species of Amazonia and Guyana, all of which are

treated below. They are usually found by rivers or in low, periodically inundated
places ("igapos"), and it seems probable that the indehiscent fruits, which are
dry and buoyant at maturity, are adapted to dispersal by water.

Key to the Species of Burdachia

l. Fruit conoid to spheroid, round in cross section, the walls smooth; leaves and vegetative
stems glabrous; stipules abaxially glabrous; peduncle glabrous or with a few hairs in a line;
ovary depressed-globose. l ,  B.  sphaerocarpa.
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4. Burdachia duckei Steyermark, Fieldiana Bot. 28: 283. 1952.

Burdachia prismatocarpa P spruceana Grisebach in Martius, Fl. Bras. l2(l): 23. 1858. Type.
Spruce 1659, prope Barra [Manaus], Rio Negro, Amaz6nas, Brazil, Jul 1851 (holotype
GOET? isotypes GH! NY!).

Lamina of larger leaves 6-13 cm long, 3-6 cm wide, revolute at the margin,
loosely sericeous or tomentose to glabrescent with short-stalked, + serpentine
hairs, bearing 2 small glands below at base and no to relatively few tiny distal
glands, mostly near the midrib; stipules 3-5 mm long, strongly concave. Inflo-
rescence often pendent. Pedicel loosely sericeous to glabrate. Petals pink. Ovary
densely tomentose. Fruit 9-ll mm long, 8-9 mm in diameter, the ribs only mod-
erately developed (not extended into corky winglets), tomentose to glabrate. Oth-
erwise similar to B. prismatocarpa var prismatocarpa and .8. williamsii.

This species has the smallest leaves and fruits of any Burdachia. It is closely
related to B. prismatocarpa, the two apparently occurring together near Manaus
without hybridizing. Perhaps where populations are sympatric their flowering is
allochronic; also, B. duckei seerns to grow more often in igap6s than along per-
manent streams.

Grisebach's epithet spruceana was presumably assigned the rank of forma by
Niedenzu, Arb. Bot. Inst. Ak. Braunsberg 5: 60. 1914. I have not seen that
publication.

Type. Ducke 522,Igarap6 da Cachoeira Grande, Manaus, Amaz6nas, Brazil,
14 Jul  1937 (holotype F! isotypes MO! NY!) .

Distribution. By streams and in igap6s above and below Manaus, between
Barcelos and Rio Urubri. BRAZIL. Amazdnas: Barcelos, Dunrte 716l (INPA);
type, q v; Rio Cuieiras, 50 km upstream, Kubitzki et al P21729 (MICH); Manaus,
igarape do Tarum6,, Mello 4029; Rio Urubu, Prance et al 3680 (MICH, NY) &
4735 (MICH, NY): Rio Cuieiras just below mouth of Rio Brancinho, Prance eI
al 14893 (MICH, NY); Rio Brancinho, Rio Cuieiras, Prance et al 17867 (MICH);
Manaus, Rio Tarumizinho, Prance & Lleras 23741 (MICH): Rio Cuieiras, Ro-
drtgues 6727 (INPA); Manaus, Cachoeira Baixa do Taruma, Rodrigues s n IINPA
ll77) (INPA); Manaus, Cachoeira Alta do Tarum6,, Rodrigues & Lima 2254
(INPA); Rio Negro, Ilha Gaviio near mouth of Rio Branco, Schultes 24531
(INPA); near Manaus, Spruce [659] (GH, NY); Manaus, Cachoeira Grande, Ule
8880 (MG).Terr. Roraima: R. Xeriuini, Pires et al 13921 (MICH).

Collected in flower most often from May to September, but in fruit in March,
April, September, and December, which suggests some flowering in January and
Februarv.


