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6. Diacidia Grisebach in Mart ius, Fl.  Bras.l2(l) :  119. 1858.

Sipapoa Maguire, Mem. New York Bot. Gard. 8(2): 124. 1953.

Trees, shrubs, or subshrubs, with mostly basifixed or sub-basifixed hairs, the

leaves eglandular; proximal portion of stipules and petioles fused to form an
interpetiolar sheath; distal portion of stipules (the part extending beyond the
petioles) free or connate. Inflorescence a simple or compound thyrse (i e a raceme
or panicle of cincinni) or a pseudoraceme (i e a raceme of 1-flowered cincinni);
bracts and bracteoles eglandular. Sepals all biglandular, slightly (subgenus Dia-
cidia) or greatly (subgenus Sipapoa) accrescent in fruit. Petals yellow, often with
red claws, glabrous or with a few hairs at base of claw; lateral petals spreading

or reflexed, posterior petal erect, its claw stouter than in the laterals and its limb
a different shape. Stamens 6-10; filaments flattened, free or especially the pos-

terior 3(-5) up to Vz connate, abaxially glabrous, adaxially hirsute at the base;
anthers deciduous, alike, 2-locular, each locule bearing at the apex and angled

forward l(-Z) stout, basifixed, awn-like hairs [hence the name of the genus, mean-
ing two-barbedl, the connective equalling the locules or extended and bent for-
ward between them at the apex; pollen tricolporate. Receptacle hirsute between

filaments and ovary. Ovary glabrous, syncarpous, spheroid or conoid, 1-1.5 mm
high, composed of 3 carpels but only 2-locular, the anterior carpel reduced to a
ridge of t issue; styles 3, glabrous, straight, subulate, 2*4 mm long, unequal, one
or both of the 2 posteriors shorter than the anterior, the stigmas minute and
slightly internal. Fruit a spheroid or ovoid, dry, indehiscent, nut-l ike capsule ca
2.5 mm high and wide, glabrous, with a thin exocarp and a bony, smooth or
rugose endocarp and containing 2 seeds (or I due to abortion), subtended and
enclosed by accrescent (in subgenus Sipapoa red, membranous, veiny, wing-like)
sepals.

Type. Diacidia galphimioides Grisebach.
I have given careful consideration to Dr. Bassett Maguire's (1969) bases for

maintaining Sipapoa distinct from Diacidia. The ones with which I can agree are
given in the key below; for the others (habit, leaf size, anther pubescence, sub-
strate, geographical range), recent collections or observations have eroded their
ability to separate the two groups. With its reduced androecium and accrescent
sepals, Sipapoa is obviously a natural group, but its close relationship to Diacidia

is equally obvious. Since I prefer to emphasize relatedness at the generic level,


























